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BEATING THE WATER TAX 

On Wednesday 21st April Organise! held a public meeting in Belfast, “Fighting to Win - Beating The Water Tax”. 

The meeting was addressed by Dermot Sreenan of the Workers Solidarity Movement who had been involved in the two 
and a half year campaign which defeated water charges in the south in December 1996. Direct action, obstruction of 
attempted disconnects, ‘illegal’ reconnection of water supplies to those who had been cut off, households contributing 
to a legal defence fund and mass non-payment made this tax a nightmare for the Irish state to enforce. This resulted in 
a clear victory for working class self organisation. The same can be done in the north. 

The Federation of Dublin Anti-Water Charges Campaigns, of which Dermot was an active member, was based on 
resistance - street by street, community by community. Each and every person involved in this campaign was crucial. 

The lessons are clear and time is short. Government are looking to implement Water Charges in April 2006. Anti- 
Water Charges groups must be built in working class communities over the coming months. Central to the building of 
the campaign must be non-payment of any water charges. Many cannot afford to pay but some may be able to meet 
the cost by tightening their belts. The point is that working class people should not be the ones expected to tighten 
their belts. Industry which is at present metered uses over 50% of water yet ordinary people will be expected to cover 
around 70% of the projected costs. 

Water Charges are an unjust double tax, despite what government tells us water has always been paid for in our rates. 
With around 37% of our rates bills paying for water. Only mass non-payment, in solidarity with those who cannot afford 
to have their water turned into a commodity, will defeat water charges. By making them unenforceable. 

Government claim that due to years of under investment, by them, that the water service must be self financing. They 
claim privatisation is not on the agenda but all the options to induce private investment will see demands for a ‘return’ - 
a profit from the supply of a basic human necessity. Yet they have money aplenty to invest in war and the arms trade. 
£300 million has been spent on NOT finding any weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. What’s going on? Government 
have plenty of money to spend to help pursue the interests of the rich and powerful - they don’t want to keep spending 
the taxes they take off workers on the working class. 

This is a struggle which we cannot afford to lose. If we do we can be sure more attacks will follow, whether 
implemented by Westminster or our local ‘representatives’ at Stormont. Flowever, when we do win we will set them 
and their neo-liberal agenda of attacks on working people back years. Such a victory will inspire confidence in the 
working class and a knowledge that together, despite our trade union ‘leaders’ and politicians, we can achieve great 
things. 

And we can win this struggle, it will be hard work, it is work to which members of Organise! are committed. Anyone 
can get involved, hold meetings in your local area, support non-payment and direct action, build resistance in your 
street. Join us in defeating water charges and privatisation of our water. Contact us or the Communities Against the 
Water Tax to get involved (see the contact information). 


% Government plans for water reform will mean massive job losses, the running down of services and 
the introduction of charges for water use. 

5 Water charges for Northern Ireland are set to be amongst the highest in the UK - bearing in mind 
that sewerage and water charges in Scotland are up to £1,300 per year - a bill of between £400 and 
£600 a appears the most likely annual charge at this stage. 

SThe charging regime is likely to be based on property value and there will be no exemptions. 

* A 25% discount, which has been suggested for people claiming certain ‘passport’ benefits, is not 
aimed at assisting the poorest and most vulnerable in our society. This is a cynical manipulation, an 
attempt to secure greater public and political acceptance. This is, according to internal 
Government recommendations, to be a temporary measure paid for by the hiking up of water 
charges across the board to subsidise this ‘assistance’. 

6 Meanwhile the new Water Services boss is on a salary of £150,000 plus bonuses to ensure they push 
this through. 



* The Water Service aim to cut 350 jobs initially and centralise work. The total number of jobs lost 
could be up to 900. Job losses and centralisation of services will further erode services in outlying 
and rural districts. 

^While Minister John Spellar has stated that privatisation is not an option ALL the options being 
looked at are privatisation by different means. 


ANARCHISM & CLASS STRUGGLE - THE HISTORY OF MAY DAY 

Every year May 1st is celebrated as a day of workers resistance and solidarity. But the reasons 
behind this tradition, its origins and its true history are forgotten, hidden in obscurity. 

The history begins in the USA in 1884 at convention of the Federation of Organised Trades and 
Labour Unions, the predecessor to the American Federation of Labour. This convention marked the 
beginning of the movement to win the 8-hour day (at that time days of 10, 12 or even 16 hours were 
standard for American workers). The plan was to spend two years ‘persuading’ employers to adopt 
the 8-hour day as standard. The campaign was to climax on May 1st 1886, at which time all workers 
not yet on an 8-hour day would stage a nation-wide strike until the demand was met. 

Many employers did not meet the deadline, and accordingly on May 1st great demonstrations took 
place all across the US. The largest was in Chicago, an estimated 80 000 people marching down 
Michigan Avenue. The business leaders saw it as a prelude to ‘revolution’ and demanded a 
crackdown. So when a strike broke out at Chicago's McCormick Reaper plant it was brutally 
repressed by police, who fired on strikers and their supporters, killing and injuring several workers, 
on May 3rd 1886. 

A mass protest was organised for the following day at the city’s Haymarket Square. Some 20 000 
people attended the rally. As the last speaker was finishing it began to rain and a force of 200 police 
arrived to disperse the crowd. Up until then the meeting had been peaceful, a fact later testified to by 
the mayor of Chicago in court. But as the police moved in someone threw a bomb at the police, 
killing one. They opened fire, killing at least four workers and wounding many more. Several more 
police were killed, whether by workers or ‘friendly fire’ is unknown. 

In the aftermath, unions and the homes of labour organisers and anarchists were raided all across 
the country. The 8-hour movement was derailed, not being enshrined in law until 1935. Eight 
anarchists were arrested and put on trial. They were not accused of the bomb throwing itself but that 
by their words and publications they had incited the attack. 

Michael Schwab, Oscar Neebe, Adolph Fischer, August Spies, Louis Lingg, George Engel and 
Samuel Fielden were arrested. Albert Parsons evaded arrest, but in a show of amazing solidarity 
presented himself at the courthouse to be tried with his comrades. The trial was a fraud, the jury 
packed with people hostile to the cause of Labour. Parsons, Spies, Fischer, Engel and Lingg were 
sentenced to hang. Lingg escaped the noose by committing suicide in his cell. Schwab, Neebe and 
Fielden were jailed until June 26th 1894, when Governor John P. Altgeld ruled the trial a 
miscarriage of justice and pardoned all eight defendants. Scant comfort to the four hanged on 
November 11th 1887 despite world wide outcry. 

A monument to the Martyrs stands in Forest Home Cemetery, Chicago. In 1998, it became a national 
historical site, the dedication of which saw another attempt to obscure the history of the Martyrs. A 
representative of the US Government and a priest issued pronouncements over the grave of atheists 
who were hanged by the state they had resisted. The irony was not lost on the many of those who 
turned up to show their disgust, only to be reproached and threatened for doing so. 


2004 - THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 



If we look around today, we see many of the gains that people like the Chicago Martyrs fought for 
being swept away as Capitalism increases its assault on working people. From the planned 
introduction of water charges, privatisation of our public services, the right of workers to do their 
jobs free from intimidation and attack, the assault on the ‘welfare state’ or the huge rise in 
casualisation and use of ‘temp’ / agency workers. Capitalism is at war with the working class. 

If we are to reclaim the true history of May Day, it is most fitting that we do so by renewing the 
struggles begun by the comrades we commemorate and celebrate today. By fighting water charges 
and privatisation, resisting casualisation and its sometimes fatal effects, resisting attacks on people on 
benefits. In refusing to tolerate the intimidation or murder of our fellow workers by either bosses, 
the state or paramilitaries. In the ongoing battle against global capitalism, we will fulfil the prophecy 
of August Spies, whose words are inscribed on the bottom of the Martyrs monument: 

“The time will come when our silence will be more powerful than the voices you strangle today” 


WAR - THE HEALTH OF THE ECONOMY 

“I spent thirty-three years and four months in active military service as a member of this country’s most 
agile military force, the Marine Corps. I served in all commissioned ranks from Second Lieutenant to 
Major General. And during that period, I spent most of my time being a high class muscle-man for Big 
Business, for Wall Street and for the Bankers. In short, I was a racketeer, a gangster for capitalism. 

During those years, I had, as the boys in the back room would say, a swell racket. Looking back on it, I feel 
that I could have given Al Capone a few hints. The best he could do was to operate his racket in three 
districts. I operated on three continents” 

General Smedley Butler 

64% of the world’s proven oil reserves lie in the Persian Gulf region. 

The oil producing states are a gold mine, not only from oil itself, but also from the arms their oil rich 
monarchies purchase from the USA, plus their investments in land, hotels, and other enterprises in the 
West. 

It makes a difference if oil profit is spent on American arms, or invested in New York hotels, as with that of 
Saudi Arabia, or if it is ploughed into internal development (the case with Iraq and Iran). 

Sanctions, the UN imposed outlawing of trade with Iraq, have, in recent years, been increasingly flouted, 
principally by French, Russian and Chinese companies. Foreign oil contracts worth $ 1.1 trillion were made 
by the Hussein regime in the last decade. Effectively leaving American corporates out in the cold. A 
powerful impetus for “regime change”. 

The world’s oil is traded in dollars, helping to make the dollar the world’s most important currency. Much 
of the world’s central bank reserves are held in dollars. This gives the USA the ability to survive the sort of 
trade deficit (i.e. to import far more than is exported) and national debt that elsewhere would cause a 
massive currency devaluation. However parts of OPEC ,- the consortium of oil producing states (including 
Iraq), have moved to the Euro, others are considering doing so. Control of Iraqi oil is a means of breaking 
OPEC before it moves over to Euro. 

“For globalisation to work, America can’t be afraid to act like the almighty superpower that it is. The 
hidden hand of the market will never work without a hidden fist McDonald’s cannot flourish without 
McDonnell-Douglas, the designer of the F-15, and the hidden fist that keeps the world safe for Silicon 
Valley’s technology is called the United States Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps.” 

- New York Times 


KEEPING THE NAZIS OFF OUR STREETS 



On Saturday April 3rd members of the recently set up Fascists Out! Campaign prevented fascists from the 
White Nationalist Party/Combat 18 from distributing leaflets in Portrush. 

Anti-fascists confronted the four fascists in a car park near the Dunluce Centre and insisted that they hand 
over their material. After a brief confrontation, which saw one of the ‘storm troopers’ on the verge of tears 
shouting “Help, help. I’ll tell the police”, these ‘aryan freedom fighters’ legged it in different directions. 
Leaflets and other fascist material including a WNP flag were seized. This material from the WNP and 
Combat 18, with swastikas prominent, shows the real nature of these groups. 

A spokesperson for the Fascists Out! Campaign commented; 

“For some time we have been monitoring the activities of the White Nazi Party in the Coleraine, 
Ballymoney, Bushmills and Ballymena areas. These people are spreading racist filth and encouraging the 
cowardly attacks, including the petrol bomb attacks, against members of minority communities. 

“Hitler scapegoated the lews and these modern Hitlerites are trying to scapegoat racial minorities. Like 
Hitler they stand for a “pure Aryan race”. 

“The problems of low pay, cuts in services, lack of jobs especially for young people, lack of affordable 
housing etc. are not caused by immigrants. They are caused by the current economic system that puts profit 
before need, and by government policies that are dictated by the interests of big business.” 

The spokesperson continued; 

“We do not want fascists organising here. We have enough problems in Northern Ireland with the sectarian 
conflict without having fascists stirring up more trouble. 

“We are organising against them because we know it is dangerous to be complacent in face of the threat of 
fascism. The lesson of the rise of Hitler is that the German fascists should have been taken on when they 
were small. The White Nationalist Party/Combat 18 have no support. This is the time to defeat them so that 
we make sure they never get any bigger.” 

We cannot allow this scum any room for development and we congratulate the Fascists Out Campaign on 
their first successful action. It is necessary to keep up the pressure, to show the WNP that they cannot 
organise on our streets without confrontation and active resistance. Since April 3rd Anti-Fascist activists in 
Ballymena and Ballymoney have been postering and distributing Anti-Fascist leaflets. 

Jason 


WHAT IS THE WHITE NATIONALIST (NAZI) PARTY? 

You’ve read worriedly about BNP councillors in the British press and seen National Front and Combat 18 
logos crudely sprayed and scrawled on walls, but hot on their bigoted heels comes a smaller, more extreme 
racist group which has been holding ‘recruitment drives’ and spreading race-hate propaganda in their 
efforts to become “the fastest growing political party in Northern Ireland” - the ‘White Nationalist (i.e. 
Nazi) Party’. According to their own website, they are the United Kingdom arm of ‘Aryan Unity’, formed 
in May 2002 after apparently “recognising that none of the existing Nationalist groups in Britain offer a full 
programme of White Nationalism”. This means they consist mostly of former BNP members, disgruntled 
with what they perceive to be a softening of policy and “attitude toward gays, race issues, asylum seekers”, 
a “compromising of principles for the sake of trying to look respectable” (which they vow never to do). 
They commend the National Front as a “decent White Nationalist group”, demanding repatriation of 
immigrants, but criticize their ‘weak’ structure that hampers expansion. 

A visit to their website results in a bombardment of information including their version of how things are 
(what’s wrong with our ‘enforced’ multi- cultural society today), and of course how things should be put 
right. These self-styled “Aryan freedom fighters” will introduce you to the essence of their beliefs in “eight 
principles of white nationalism”; and their blueprint for achieving their aims, the “five phases to power” 
(may it never happen). Their arguments throughout this admittedly well-presented website are confused and 
confusing - but in case the ‘revolutionary’ language deflects you from realising exactly who you are 
dealing with, I quote from founder member Eddy Morrison: “For National Socialists the Second World 
War did NOT end in May 1945 - that wasn't the end of the war, it was just one lost battle amongst many”. 
Of more immediate concern to us than their ideological short-comings are their recent attempts to gain 
public support. In local predominantly loyalist areas, stickers proclaiming “stand by loyal Ulster, hang all 



IRA scum” and other blunt sloganeering playing on people’s tabloid-induced fears: “hang paedophile 
scum”, “warning - asylum seekers”, “no to Islam in schools” and the like have appeared. They have been 
holding ‘events’ to attract support in places like Coleraine, Portrush, Ballymena. Back on their website they 
proudly display cuttings from local newspapers mentioning these activities. They seem to think ‘no 
publicity is bad publicity’, including the Sunday Life article entitled “the rise of the racists” which after 
mentioning recent attacks on minorities claims “many of the racist bullyboys in the White Nationalist Party 
also belong to the local nail-bomb brigade”. They fail to include, though, a more recent Sunday Life 
clipping which detailed WNP members scampering home with their tails between their legs after 
encountering resistance as they tried to spread their fascist race-hate propaganda in Portrush. . . 


Paul 


No “Blood & Honour” concert here! 

“These thugs have announced that they intend to bring a fascist “Blood & Honour” band over from 
England to play in the North Antrim area. This concert should not go ahead. The Fascists Out Campaign 
are asking every venue in the area to refuse to let fascists use their facilities. Make sure every door in the 
area is closed to these Hitlerites.” 

Contact the Fascists 
Out Campaign: 

fascistsout@hotmail.com 


MADRID MARCH 11: A BRUTAL ATTACK ON EVERY WORKER 


Written by a Spanish member of the Anarchist Federation living in London in the immediate aftermath of 
the March 11th bombing in Madrid. 


“I can see the picture on the internet of a maimed corpse lying at a spot where I used to go for a walk with 
my dog. One of the train stations where the explosions took place is down the road where I used to live. I 
took the train there every morning and travel to uni at about the same time when the attacks happened. 
That was a few years ago. 

My friend is still working in the botanical garden, across the road from the main station, where most of the 
carnage took place. I couldn’t speak with him until late last night. He’s alright but very shocked. The 
local meeting place of the CNT (anarcho-syndicalist union) is nearby and we used to go into bars in this 
area for a drink after the meetings. 

Well all these are painful memories now. All this zone is the main working class area in Madrid, some of 
the most conscious and militant workers in Spain. It is obvious that those who did this have no regard for 
life, at all. Whether they were Muslim extremists or Marxist Basquian separatists they have shown the 
conception of the human being that underlies their ideologies. They despise people, they simply don’t care 
about suffering as they considered themselves devoted to a superior cause or abstract being. Something 
that transcends real persons, individuals, who can be sacrificed by the dozen. For the Muslim extremist, 
what counts is the selfish will of salvation, self-salvation, carried ahead despite of the others, who are the 
instruments and victims of his holy war. Religion and carnage, that’s pure fascism. For the Marxist 
nationalist the individual must be submitted to ideology and hierarchy, so as to achieve a supposed better 
world. Only that this again is carried ahead against the will of the individual members of that society, that 
are tools in the hands of the bureaucrat. 

That is why I am an anarchist, as probably also were more than a few of those who died today. The 
difference is that we privilege the individual whose freedom and happiness are our real goals. We don’t 
care about gods or heavens, we believe only in this real world, that of people who work and laugh, suffer 
and struggle with courage. Real people, that’s all we need, not superstitions and myths that justify death 
and hatred. We don’t care either about economic abstractions according to which increased production 



means increased happiness. The real persons, individuals, are what we care about, people like those who 
died that day. That each one of these normal people is happy, or at least has the means to be, is our goal. 
And this must begin, obviously, for absolute respect for life. 

There’s been a lot of speculation about who did this, and we’ve seen the shameful show of politicians 
trying to take advantage of it, making this and that declaration. They don’t care either about normal people, 
but we knew this already. Same as banks, big companies and corporations, none of which interests have 
been attacked now, but which have been consistently opposed by the very conscious working class 
population of the area affected by these blasts. 

To all my CNT and anarchist comrades living in the area: 

Rodri, Juani, Hector, Quicar... 

I still don’t know, at the time of writing this, if you are all right. Keep up the struggle for freedom and 
justice. 


THEIR WORLD DESTROYS US LETS BUILD UP OUR OWN 
National Committee, CNT. 

In Madrid, this 11 March, we are killed again. We, the workers, the people, are again the victims, this time 
maimed and shattered in the most brutal way. We, the workers, the people, are always the victims of all 
terrorism. Those that are called so, and those other that are in disguise. We are the victims of 
unemployment, bad housing, misery, manipulation, exploitation, casualisation. . . we are used in every war, 
in every power struggle, by every fanatic, by every power. We are the victims of their decisions, of 
interests and wants of groups that use us to hide behind and bargain over. 

In Madrid, in Iraq, in Palestine, in Afghanistan, in New York, in Chicago, in Bilbao, in Russia, in 
Chechnya. . . everywhere we are killed for causes that are not ours. 

We must state clearly and loudly, that only we, the workers, those of us who don’t have bodyguards or 
armoured cars, who don’t decide on any one else’s lives and futures, can mourn really our death. We can 
say clearly and loudly, with real pain, that we are one with the victims and their families, because they are 
us. 

A wordless hug, from the heart, to all those effected. 


Their world destroys us, let us build our own. 


National Committee, CNT. 


TEACHERS CONTINUE INDUSTRIAL ACTION 

Since the beginning of the year the four main teachers’ unions in the north, the National Association of 
Schoolmasters and Union of Women Teachers (NASUWT), the Irish National Teachers Organisation 
(INTO), the Ulster Teachers Union (UTU) and the Association of Teachers and Lecturers (ATL) have been 
involved in a pay dispute after the refusal of government and employers to backdate performance related 
pay (involving an increase of £1,000 a year) to September 2002 as has been done in England and Wales. 
The unions described the refusal as a breach of faith and a departure from the longstanding policy of pay 
parity. Industrial action by my union, the INTO, has taken the form of non-participation in directed time 
and Baker day activities and the boycotting of e-learning strategies and Statutory Assessment arrangements 
at Key stages 1, 2 and 3. 

However, the inevitable problem of having a workforce divided into several unions had already surfaced 
with different directives being sent to different teachers in different unions. NASUWT members in my 
school have been asked not to “undertake any duties which other union members have stopped - this would 
undermine the action” (NASUWT website). All well and good. But why have the teachers’ unions failed 



to agree a common strategy on industrial action? INTO teachers refusing to cover absences of NASUWT 
teachers, and vice versa, only fuels divisions amongst staff. As a consequence the onus has been put on 
teachers to interpret vague directives and implement them almost as a matter of personal whim! INTO 
teachers must decide, for example, whether to participate in Open Night activities, and as some will and 
others won’t the chance of increasing friction amongst staff will increase. Add to this the common practise 
of holding separate union meetings (even at times of increased struggle) and we must ask ourselves how 
well we are being served by our unions. 

As yet of course there has no even been a hint of a walk-out. On the contrary, the four unions have agreed 
to consider conciliation with the Labour Relations Agency while the “Department of Education and 
employing authorities have been contacted so that urgent meetings can be organised to agree terms of 
reference for the conciliation and hopefully an end to the dispute” (INTO website). An end to the dispute 
yes. But on whose terms? 

Al 


BUILDING AN EDUCATIONAL WORKERS NETWORK 
The Role of Teachers? 

Teachers are viewed by some as the ‘soft cops’ of the state; a junior wing of the police force whose 
objective is to atomise individual creativity, to accustom young people to their role as submissive industrial 
fodder, and to indoctrinate against subversion and unorthodoxy of any kind. In Ireland the role of meting 
out the Christian faith in form assemblies and classrooms across the country is hand in glove with statist 
control. 

Others remember their own experiences of over-aggressive teachers, using positions of seniority and power 
to allow them to vent their own emotional insecurities. 

However, in the vast majority of cases it is the system not the individual teacher who is at fault. We all 
deserve an education, we also deserve the right kind of education. This doesn’t mean learning by rote 
useless information to be recycled only once in coursework or examination, but the provision of a holistic 
learning system centred on the individuals needs. One which can be applied practically throughout our 
lives. 

It may be true that, used to roles of authority and the myth of ‘professionalism’ that teachers are perhaps 
less inclined to rock the industrial relations boat. It does not help that education is viewed by many as a 
bastion of middle-class norms and values, with the implication being that all teachers share in these values. 
Nor does it help that performance related pay and other sliding pay scales have helped weaken solidarity in 
schools, have promoted individualist ideas where Jacks and Jills everywhere are kidding themselves that 
they’re alright. But where better to arrest these individualist concerns than in a collective gathering of 
teachers sharing grievances and developing their own solutions - together. For some this is the role of the 
trade union, but the current unions limit us and restrain us at every turn. 

Trade Unionism in Education 

There can be no doubt that the current state of trade unionism in Ireland falls pitifully short of anything 
approaching the revolutionary impetus required to inspire and maintain resistance in the workplace. 
Instead, in education, as elsewhere, trade union bureaucracy acts as the watchdog of capitalism, creating a 
bridgehead between workers and the bosses who exploit them. Rank-and-filism behaves, in its turn, as the 
recruiting sergeant for the various groups on the authoritarian left, and while a genuine practise of this 
strategy is one which Organise! supports we recognise the need to put into practise other methods of 
organisation, that used today, will prepare us for the types of organisation we will need in the future. 

This is required as much in education as in other industries. A genuine need exists to build a new culture of 
resistance. But there are specific problems. 

First of all, trade unionism, north of the border, is weakened by divisions along ‘traditional’ religious lines. 
Somehow, what religion a person is, is of paramount importance to the struggles teachers face, whether 
these struggles are for higher pay (or simply parity with teachers in Britain), greater lesson time, less 
coursework, less administrative responsibilities and so on. Depending on what side their bread is buttered 



teachers find themselves in such unions as the UTU (Ulster Teachers Union) if they work in the 
’controlled’ sector or in the INTO (Irish National Teachers Organisation) if they teach in ‘maintained’ 
schools. None of this should be seen as in any way bizarre, of course, it merely reflects how different 
interests in the north have demanded our children be taught. 

In education natural divisions along class lines are fudged while the risk remains that teachers in dispute 
may back their own claims for ‘orange’ or ‘green’ pay-rises without having to concern themselves about 
their counterparts facing similar problems. Add to this that teachers are further split into unions north and 
south of the border because of differing education systems and we are left with a more diluted workforce 
with less solidarity, less opportunity for solidarity and a greatly weakened culture of resistance. 

On top of this teachers are not the only people who work in education. Classroom assistants, cleaners, 
ground staff, secretaries, kitchen staff, cooks are all part of the daily life of a school. Pupils themselves 
should be given the opportunity to play a role in the running of our schools. Dividing the school’s 
workforce according to skills, differing aptitudes, academic qualifications etc., is destructive of solidarity 
amongst workers with a common goal. 

An Educational Workers Network 

The creation of an Educational Workers Network (EWN) in Ireland will bring together all workers 
currently divided either because of religion, educational system or job description. It will cut through the 
red tape that over and over again is used to gag the voices of the working class. School workers in local 
areas will have a means to get in touch with one another and join with others in their local communities, to 
fight more effectively and with greater confidence for the things most important to them. Such groups can 
form and federate with others at local, regional and eventually national level. 

However a workers’ network without workers won’t get us very far. Members of Organise! are involved 
already in education as teachers, students and in administration, but without the sheer weight of workers 
getting involved we will not be able to move forward. That is why the network must and will be open to 
everyone, and will be run equally by all those involved. 

If you are interested in helping develop an Educational Workers Network contact us at : 
organiseireland@yahoo.ie 

Al 


ANTI-WAR ACTIVISTS TRIAL CONCLUDES 

The trial of Garrett Richardson took place yesterday Thursday 25th and concluded on Friday 26th March. 
Garrett was one of the two people arrested during the 'Siege of Hillsborough' antiwar day of action for Bush 
and Blair's visit to N. Ireland on 7th April last year. 

The case heard evidence from the 12 peelers involved and the reading of the statements from the 
prosecution in regards to the charges of 'disorderly behaviour' and 'resisting arrest’. At the outcome of the 
case the judge conceded that Mr Richardson had not been 'disorderly' and it was the judges view that the 
police were mistaken in their portrayal of the charges and that there had been collusion between the police 
while making their statements. 

Due to this he was found 'not guilty' to the charge of 'disorderly behaviour’ but due to a legal technicality he 
found Mr Richardson 'guilty' of 'resisting arrest'. The technicality was 'obstructing a police officer in the 
execution of his duty' which was the result or Mr Richardson trying to back off from the police to defuse 
the situation. 

There will be a Community Service Order as a result of the charge of 'resisting arrest' which will be decided 
on Friday 30th April at Lisburn Magistrates Court. 

In regards to the charge of 'disorderly behaviour', Mr Richardson has been granted leave to take a civil 
action against the police which will probably go to hearing in several months time, which may lead to 
disciplinary action against the 12 officers involved and a small amount of compensation. 

If you were the middle-aged woman (or know this person) with the white hair and colourful patchwork coat 
who attended the Hillsborough Day of Action and approached the police during the confrontation, please 
contact me Garrett Richardson at: 



gunvor2303@yahoo.co.uk 

in regards to making a statement in the civil action against the police. 


Garrett 


MAY DAY RECLAIMED 

The following article originally appeared in the March/April 2004 edition of Workers Solidarity, 
for a copy of the full publication contact the Workers Solidarity Movement - for details see 

'Friends & Comrades' inside. 

On Saturday, the first of May, anarchists and other activists from the Dublin Grassroots Network are 
calling for a day of action and protest against the EU. 

According to the government May Day is going to be Bertie’s big day out as EU president. This is 
the day - traditionally workers day - when the EU will officially expand. The government is planning on 
‘celebrations’ for the population, while the 25 heads of state will be wined and dined in Farmleigh House. 
We intend May 1st to be the highlight of a full bank holiday weekend of opposition to some of the things 
we think are wrong with the EU: neo-liberalism, militarism and Fortress Europe. 

Neo-Liberalism: In 2000 the leaders of the EU came up with a plan called the Lisbon Agenda. 
Essentially this targets education, healthcare and services like gas, electricity, the postal services and 
transport for privatisation. Before the government can privatise public services it has to make then 
attractive to potential investors. In Ireland the FF/PD coalition is doing this by introducing bin taxes, 
stealth fees for third level education and by attempting to sell off the most lucrative routes operated by 
Dublin Bus. Privatisation means reducing costs by lowering wages, cutting staff and increasing the cost to 
the consumer while delivering worse services. 

Militarism: Just as the business policies of the European Union are based on looking after the fat 
cats, so too is its foreign policy. As the European Union develops into a more cohesive economic unit it 
needs to be able to ‘defend’ its interests. The development of the Common Foreign and Security Policy 
and the Rapid Reaction Force allows for this to proceed and together they form the basis of a European 
Army. 

Fortress Europe: While the leaders of these accession states might be welcome in the EU (along 
with their farms and sweatshops), most of the current EU countries will remain closed to the people of the 
accession states for the next 6 years. In advance of joining the EU these countries have had to open their 
borders to the flow of money, and to close their borders to anyone outside the new Europe. The EU’s 
repressive anti-immigrant policies claimed the lives of at least 3,000 people between 1993 and June 2003, 
people drowned in the Mediterranean, were electrocuted in the Channel Tunnel and suffocated in Wexford. 
This is ten times as many as were killed at the Berlin Wall during its thirty year history. 

The Irish government currently holds the presidency of the EU and its behaviour typifies what’s 
wrong with the EU: the attempt to implement the bin charges continues and ministerial meetings that have 
taken place so far have been surrounded by expensive police operations. To cap it all off, the first 
‘achievement’ of the Irish presidency was to establish a ‘repatriation fund’, to allow the wealthy countries 
to share the costs of deporting people. 

We aim to show them that their plans won’t succeed, that they can’t just impose their agenda on us 
and decide our fate without our opposition. We’ll be out in the streets on May 1st. We hope to see you 
there. 


What’s Going on? Events Planned for Dublin Mayday No Borders weekend: 



While Dublin’s trade union bureaucrats have scuttled away from annual international workers day (May 
Day) celebrations amid media scare stories, growing opposition to the Irish governments plans to celebrate 
ascension day and for fear they might be associated with some real opposition to the bosses Europe we look 
at what is really going on from Friday April 30th to Monday May 3rd. 

Events are kicking off with a Critical Mass: a “celebration of non-motorised transport”, as people take to 
the streets on bikes, skateboards, pogo sticks, or just on foot. 

The many private and state businesses which supported and profited from the war on Iraq, will be brought 
to public attention in the Blood on Your Hands action. Meanwhile Welcome the Boat People points out 
that no human being is illegal - “everyone should be free to travel and live where they want without fear of 
persecution”. 

Homes not Jails seeks to highlight the expansion of unaffordable housing in Dublin and the increase in 
homelessness on the cities streets. 


Saturday May 1st (evening) 

BRING THE NOISE! As EU Ministers dine in the opulence of Farmleigh House at the expense of the Irish 
taxpayer there will be a march to their doorstep to disrupt their dinner, to show them that we do not agree 
with their vision of Fortress Europe! Bring pots and pans, bells and whistles, horns and drums to generate 
the biggest noise possible. 


Sunday May 2nd 

No Borders, No Nations camp: all refugees, asylum seekers and immigrants should be allowed to settle in 
and travel Europe and the world here, regardless of origin, ethnicity, or background. Workshops, 
discussions, teach-ins, planning for the future, as well as music and food. 

Monday May 3rd 

Reclaim The Streets party on the May bank holiday to wind down the weekend. Unlike the State's street 
party, everyone from around the world is welcome to come to Dublin for this, not just those that satisfy the 
demands of Fortress Europe. 

Also taking place throughout the weekend are Border Controls street theatre, Public Beatings street theatre, 
The Polluter Pays, Reclaim the City, and more. 



